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names of various kinds of food do not reveal their provenance
'Large dirty loaves of bread' were called 'Kilikian'; neither did
Laconian figs come from Sparta nor Kydonian apples, that is
quinces, from Crete.1 Certainly., Sicilian cheese, though it was
'Sicily's pride', was not always made there, m the same way
not all of our Swiss or Dutch cheese comes from Switzerland
or Holland. It seems certain that the Sicilian cheese which the
dog stole from the kitchen was freshly made.2
However, it is true that Athens received goods from almost
all parts of the producing world.3 Among the products, the
import of which was of general importance, Aristophanes men-
tions sdpliium, which was a favourite spice; Kleon's order to
lower its price was very popular.4 Similarly the import of
salted fish was essential for the poorer people.5 Other articles
imported in peace-time, besides the various sorts of food from
Megara and Boeotia, were, wine and fish of better quality,
scallops from Mytilene, almonds from Naxos, Milesian,
Phrygian or Persian, also Sicilian or Cyprian wool, covers and
curtains, the wood (or fruit?) of the cedar, used in sacrifices,
Egyptian ointments, Rhodian perfume, ohsboi from Miletus,
purple dye from Sardes, beans from Lemnos(?) 6 Foreign
slaves also had to be imported, the Thessalian emforot dealing
in slaves have already been mentioned 7 Horses of well-known
breed, such as the luxurious nobles demanded, were the
Boukephaloi which came from Thessaly, and there were others
the provenance of which was indicated by a branded initial 8
'Egyptian' linen clothes (Poll VII? 71) f|Urarpiov (Pl.y29) and fi^iq>coacbviov
(frg 784) or 9<jbcrcov (Kratmos 250), and of some other articles of dress which
were called Cretan or Syrian, Thessalian or Laconian (Th 730, Kratmos 207,
Eupolis 311, Lysipp 2, Theop. i o) Or is one to imagine the Athena of Pheidias
who had 'Tyrrhenian' sandals (Kratmos 131) as wearing imported shoes?
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